
6.2
PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN OF DAVIE
TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

TO: Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM/PHONE: Joseph Montopoli, Fire Chief / EMC 954-797-1842

PREPARED BY: Julie Downey, Assistant Fire Chief / 954-797-1189

SUBJECT: Ordinance

AFFECTED DISTRICT: All

ITEM REQUEST: Schedule for Council Meeting

TITLE OF AGENDA ITEM:  CODE AMENDMENT - AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF DAVIE, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 
7, FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION, CREATING SECTION 7-51, OF THE 
DAVIE CODE, TO PROVIDE FOR A COMMUNITY AUTOMATED EXTERNAL 
DEFIBRILLATOR PROGRAM; INCLUDING PROVIDING FOR DEFINITION FOR 
AUTOMATIC EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATORS; REQUIRING AUTOMATIC 
EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATORS IN CERTAIN OCCUPANCIES; PROVIDING FOR 
INSTALLATION AND OPERATION; PROVIDING FOR A INSTALLATION FEE 
AND PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION, 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (tabled from July 16, 2008) {Approved on 
First Reading July 2, 2008.  All voted in favor.}

REPORT IN BRIEF: The Town's existing Code for regulating the health, safety, and 
general welfare does not recognize that there are devices that may be desirable to provide 
emergency medical treatment to the Town of Davie residents at certain buildings. The 
American Heart Association reports recent breakthroughs in technology have resulted in 
the availability of devices known as automated external defibrillators (“AED”) which are 
proven to be safe and effective for use by lay persons with minimal training in rapidly 
delivering a defibrillatory shock.  The Ordinance intends to set minimum standards for 
use, maintenance, training, data collection, and data recovery for the Community 
Automated External Defibrillator Program.

PREVIOUS ACTIONS: Chapter 7, Fire Prevention and Protection 

CONCURRENCES: None



FISCAL IMPACT:  not applicable

Has request been budgeted? n/a

RECOMMENDATION(S):  Fire Department recommends the approval to provide for a 
community automated external defibrillator program. 

Attachment(s): AED Florida Statute, AED Brochure, Cardiac Arrest Survival Act, AED 
Letter Report, AED-Machine that can save lives Letter, AED Vendor List

ORDINANCE NO. _______

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
DAVIE, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 7, FIRE PREVENTION 
AND PROTECTION, CREATING SECTION 7-51, OF THE DAVIE 
CODE, TO PROVIDE FOR A COMMUNITY AUTOMATED 
EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATOR PROGRAM; INCLUDING 
PROVIDING FOR DEFINITION FOR AUTOMATIC EXTERNAL 
DEFIBRILLATORS; REQUIRING AUTOMATIC EXTERNAL 
DEFIBRILLATORS IN CERTAIN OCCUPANCIES; PROVIDING FOR 
INSTALLATION AND OPERATION; PROVIDING FOR A 
INSTALLATION FEE AND PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; 
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION, PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the Town’s existing Code for regulating the health, safety, and 

general welfare does not recognize that there are devices that may be desirable to provide 

emergency medical treatment to the Town of Davie residents at certain buildings; and

WHEREAS, the American Heart Association reports recent breakthroughs in 

technology have resulted in the availability of devices known as automated external

defibrillators (“AED”) which are proven to be safe and effective for use by lay persons 

with minimal training in rapidly delivering a defibrillatory shock; and

WHEREAS, the American Heart Association anticipates the widespread 



availability of AED’s will make sudden cardiac arrest a truly treatable disease and will 

save lives; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the citizens of the Town of Davie that the 

following regulations governing the general welfare of Town residents be adopted.

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature has determined that certain procedures 

should be implemented to ensure proper use of AED’s and has enacted Section 401.2915, 

2007 Edition Florida Statutes, outlining these procedures; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of this Ordinance to set minimum standards for use, 

maintenance, training, data collection, and data recovery for the Community Automated 

External Defibrillator Program; and



WHEREAS, the Town of Davie Fire Rescue Department as licensed providers of 

pre-hospital care will develop and coordinate this program; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 
OF DAVIE, FLORIDA:

SECTION 1. The foregoing “WHEREAS” clauses are hereby ratified and 

confirmed as being true and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Ordinance 

upon adoption hereof.

SECTION 2: That the Town of Davie Code of Ordinance, Section 7-51, is 

hereby created to read as follows:

* * *

Section #7-51: Community Automated External Defibrillator Program

(1) Definition of Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) Device: 

A defibrillator device that is:
A. Is commercially available in accordance with the Federal Food, Drug, and 

Cosmetic Act,
B. Is capable of recognizing the presence or absence of ventricular 

fibrillation, and is capable of determining without intervention by the user 
of the device whether defibrillation should be performed, and 

C. Upon determining that defibrillation should be performed, is able to 
deliver an electrical shock to an individual.

(2) Intent:

It is the intent of the Town and the purpose of this Chapter:
A. To promote the public health, safety, and general welfare by requiring the 

installation of Automated External Defibrillator devices within certain 
buildings in the Town.

B. To provide for the annual verification inspection of each AED device 
within the Town

(3) Automated External Defibrillator Devices (AED) Required:

Automated External Defibrillator devices shall be installed in the following buildings 
located within the geographical boundaries of the Town of Davie: As defined in NFPA 
101, Life Safety Code.



A. Assembly Occupancy; 
1. Fitness centers, gymnasiums, and indoor recreational centers in 

excess of 1,500 square feet;
2. Theaters, restaurants, drinking establishments, with a maximum 

capacity of 100 or greater.
B. Business Residential Occupancy;

1. All hotels and motels.  Office buildings with a square footage greater 
than 20,000 sq   ft.

C. Mercantile Occupancy Healthcare;
1. Assisted Living Facilities as defined by Section 400.402, Florida 
Statute as amended           from time to time.    Commercial and retail 
spaces with a square footage greater than 35,000 sq ft.

D. Residential Occupancy;
1. All hotels and motels

E. Healthcare: 
1. Assisted Living Facilities as defined by Section 400.402, Florida Statute 
as amended from time to time.
2. All Dental offices in accordance with Florida Administrative Code 
64B5-17.015.

F. Multi story occupancies listed above shall place an AED on every other 
floor beginning on the first floor. The AED shall be placed near the 
elevator(s) beginning in the first floor lobby. (first floor, third floor, fifth 
floor, etc).

(4) Installation and Operation:
A. The Town shall verify all AED devices for operation prior to being placed 

in service or available for use, and on an annual basis. 
B. AED devices shall be:

1. Placed in an easily accessible position (e.g., placed at a height so 
shorter individuals can reach and remove, unobstructed etc.)

2. Conspicuously located in plain view of the primary public entrance 
with unobstructed access.

3. Readily accessible and immediately available when needed for on-site 
employees and the general public, including disabled persons.

4. Placed near the elevator(s) in the first floor lobby, if the building 
contains an elevator. 

5. It is recommended that the AED be housed in a cabinet with a clear 
window in the door, an audible alarm signaling the opening of a door, 
permanently affixed to a wall, and whose top is no more than forty-
eight inches above the floor to prevent tapering, theft or damage.

6. It is recommended that the AED be located below a sign having a 
minimum area of seventy square inches and containing the letters 
“AED” and the universally recognizable symbol, which should be 



placed no more than sixty inches, on center, above the floor.
C. AED devices shall contain adult pads and pediatric pads.
D. The AED devices shall be used in accordance with the manufacturer’s 

guidelines.
E. It shall be the responsibility of the occupant to:

1. Install AED devices; 
2. Provide all necessary training for appropriate use; and
3.   Maintain AED devices in accordance with manufacturer’s 

recommended maintenance requirements and as required herein.
F. If an AED device is removed for repair, a replacement shall be provided by 

the occupant or AED device manufacturer.

(6) Penalties

It shall constitute a violation of the Town Code, punishable as provided in Town 
of Davie Code of Ordinance Section 16-1, to intentionally or willfully: 

A. Render an AED device inoperative except during such time as the AED 
device is being serviced, tested, repaired, or recharged, except pursuant to 
court order;

B. Obliterate the serial number on an AED device for purposes of falsifying 
service records;

C. Improperly service, recharge, repair, test, or inspect an AED device; 

(7) Requirements and Procedures:

The following shall be the requirements and procedures for use, training, and data
collection of the AED program:

A. The implementation of an AED shall occur only after a written 
notification is made to the Fire Chief or designee by the individual, entity, 
organization, or company acquiring an AED.  The written notification 
must contain the facility or business name, street address, specific location 
of the AED, the number of employees at the facility or business, the total 
number of persons trained or to be trained in the use of the AED’s, the 
name of manufacturer, and model number of each AED.

B. It is recommended prior to implementation of an AED, the individual, 
organization or company obtain and send to the Town of Davie Fire 
Rescue Department proof of standardized training for all intended users of 
the AED. The training should consist of a class provided by a nationally-
recognized organization, or locally-approved by the Town of Davie Fire 
Rescue Department, including, but not limited to, the American Heart 
Association, the American Red Cross, Emergency Care and Safety 
Institute and the National Safety Council, and shall follow a standardized 
curriculum.  The standardized curriculum shall include, at a minimum: 1) 
signs and symptoms of sudden cardiac arrest; 2) cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation; and 3) proper use, maintenance, and inspection of AED’s.

C. Recertification of users, maintenance, and inspection of the AED is the 



responsibility of the occupant and shall be done on a periodic basis, as 
prescribed by the manufacturer and/or certifying agency. Recertification 
of users should consist of a class, which will review the techniques for 
using the AED and follow a standardized curriculum.  Recertification 
training shall be provided as in Paragraph C above.  Maintenance of the 
AED device shall be in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
recommendations.

D. Any person who uses an AED is required to contact the Town of Davie 
Fire Rescue Department by calling 9-1-1 immediately prior to, or 
immediately upon use of the AED (F.S. 401.2915).

E. The Town of Davie Fire Rescue Department shall conduct a quality 
assurance review after use of an AED that includes gathering clinical data 
and information from the person that used the AED and from the AED 
itself.

F. The owner and user of the AED will not withhold consent for a quality 
assurance review by the Town of Davie Fire Rescue Department after the 
use of an AED or to the retrieval of clinical data from the device itself.

G. The Town of Davie Fire Rescue Department shall verify the presence of 
the AED device, and may inspect any maintenance records and 
documentation of training to ensure compliance with the Community 
Automated External Defibrillator Program.

H. The Town of Davie is not liable for any damages experienced by the AED, 
or any person or entity arising as a result of: (a) Business’s use or misuse 
of the equipment or supplies. (b) Business’s failure to provide services 
pertaining to the equipment or supplies; or (c) any defects in the 
equipment or supplies.

Applicability

The occupant of any existing building required to have an Automated External 
Defibrillator device shall comply with this section within 6 months (180 days) of the 
effective date of this Ordinance.  After the effective date of this ordinance, the occupant 
of any new building constructed will be required to have an Automated External 
Defibrillator device installed before receiving a certificate of occupancy.



SECTION 3: Conflicts.

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances, and Resolutions or parts of Resolutions in 

conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION 4: Codification.

It is the intention of the Town Council and it is hereby ordained that the 

provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances 

of the Town of Davie, Florida, and that the Sections of this Ordinance may be 

renumbered or re-lettered and the word “Ordinance” may be changed to “Section”, 

“Article” or such other word or phrase in order to accomplish such intention.

SECTION 5: Severability.

If any provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or 

circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or 

applications of this Ordinance that can be given affect without the invalid provision or 

Application, and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable.

SECTION 6: Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage and 

adoption.

PASSED ON FIRST READING THIS ______DAY OF________________, 2008.

PASSED ON SECOND AND FINAL READING THIS ______DAY 
OF________________, 2008.

______________________
__________



MAYOR
 

ATTEST:

__________________________
TOWN CLERK

APPROVED THIS _____ DAY OF______________, 2008

















Date:

Please mail or fax to:
Chief Joseph Montopoli
6901 Orange Drive
Davie, FL 33314
954-797-1234 (fax)

Reference: Placement of Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) Unit.

Dear Chief Montopoli,

Please be advised that an AED unit has been placed in the following location.

Business Name: 

Address:

Location of AED:

AED Manufacture and Model Number:

Number of Employees:

Number of Employees Trained or to be Trained:

All employees will be instructed to perform the following steps in the event a person 
becomes unconscious/unresponsive:

1. Assess scene for safety
2. Determine unresponsiveness
3. Call 9-1-1
4. Assess the patient 
5. Open the airway
6. Check for breathing-if not breathing normally, give two breaths. If

breathing is present, place the patient in the recovery position (on side) and 
monitor breathing closely.

7. If breathing is absent, apply AED immediately. If the AED is not immediately 
available, begin chest compressions and breathing (CPR) until the AED 
arrives or emergency responders arrive.

8. Follow the AED visual and voice prompts

Print or type name:

Position:



Telephone number:



Automated External Defibrillator: 
A Machine That Can Save Lives

Every minute of every day, sudden cardiac arrest claims another victim.
Sudden cardiac arrest is a leading cause of death in the United States, and it is 
estimated that 50,000 lives could be saved each year if AEDs were readily available.
Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA)
Sudden cardiac arrest occurs when the arteries that supply blood to the heart become 
blocked, the flow of blood which carries oxygen to the heart is slowed or stopped, and 
the muscle fibers contract chaotically rather than in synch with each other as they 
normally do. SCA survival rates increase dramatically when there is early access to a 
defibrillator.
AED’s Save Lives

• Studies have established that when defibrillation therapy is administered within 
the first few minutes of sudden cardiac arrest, a patient’s likelihood of survival 
may be as high as 80-90 percent.

• Ninety percent of all sudden cardiac arrests occur outside the hospital setting, 
and most of the victims never receive the only proven therapy that may save 
their lives . . . with each minute of elapsed time, the survival rate diminishes by 
approximately 10 percent. Sudden cardiac arrest can be successfully treated 
at least 60 percent of the time if defibrillation is delivered within four minutes.

Cardiac Chain of Survival

Early defibrillation by an AED is one of the four links in the "Cardiac Chain of Survival" 
for victims of sudden cardiac arrest.

1. Call 911 or the workplace emergency number
2. Provide early CPR to the victim.
3. Provide early defibrillation (with an AED).
4. Receive early advance life support (paramedic/hospital care)

How Defibrillators Work
Manual defibrillators work by giving the heart a controlled electric shock, forcing all the 
heart muscles to contract at once, hopefully jolting it back into a regular rhythm.
Historically, only trained medical professionals were able to interpret the heart rhythms 
on manual defibrillator devices. However, today’s new Automated External 
Defibrillators (AEDs) use embedded computer chips to analyze the rhythms instantly 
and accurately, making it possible for non-medical professionals to administer the 
same vital service without risking an accidental shock.




	 Agenda

